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Urgent Message to Mr. Phil Lane, Jr.

Four Worlds International Institute for Human and

Community Development, Lethbridge, Alberta, CA 

Dear Mr. Lane

I have the great honor and pleasure to inform you, on behalf of the Foundation for Freedom and Human Rights, Berne, Switzerland, that the Council of the Foundation has just selected you for the "Award Year 2000 for Freedom and Human Rights" which is planned to be presented to you on 11th November 2000 in the City Hall of Berne, Switzerland.  As this will be a Jubilee Award of the Foundation, there will be a second award presented.  It is planned to decorate a Turkish citizen, for his merits in the fight for human rights for the Kurdic peoples.

The acceptance of this award of Sfr. 12'000 includes an invitation for you and your wife, including air passage, to Berne, Switzerland, to receive it at a celebration, as well as delivering a short address, expressing your conviction and experience on the topic of Freedom and Human Rights. 

Since 1973 the "Award for Freedom and Human Rights" was presented to the following personalities:

1973 
Mrs. Jeanne Hersch, Author and Philosopher, University of Geneva, Switzerland

1975 
Mr. Crodin A. Ljubarsky, Scientist and Dissident, Soviet Union

1977 
Mrs. Zenta Maurina, Author and Philosopher, Lethonia

1979 
Dr. Helmuth Thielecke, Professor of Theology, Federal Republic of Germany

1981 
Mr. Raymond Aron, Professor and Philosopher, France

1983 
Dr. Boutro Boutros Ghali, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Egypt, 1992-96 Secretary-General of UNO

1985 
Mr. Alkwin Guthrie, President of Social Democratic Trade Union of Nicaragua

1987 
Lord Yehudi Menuhin, Musician and Philosopher, Great Britain 

1988 His Holiness the14th Dalai Lama of Tibet, Nobel Peace Price 1989

1990 
Bishop Stanley Mogoba, Bishop of the Methodist Churches of Southern Africa, Executive Member of the ANC and Dr. Arthur Chaskalson, Lawyer and initiator of "Legal Recourses

Centers" and "Lawyers for Human Rights", both South Africa

1992 
Mr. Ludvik Vaculik, Author and former Dissident, Czech Republic

1994 
Swami Agnivesh, Lawyer and Social Reformer, India

1996 Mrs. Fadila Memisevic, Activist for Human Rights, Bosnia

1998
Mrs. Ding Zilin, former University-Professor and Human Rights Activist, China, mother of a victim of the Tiananmen-massacre of 1989 in Peking.

Your nomination is a recognition of your unique contributions to improve the lives and future hopes of Native populations and is primarily based on your most special merits of promoting Freedom and justice for indigenous people by building human and spiritual capacity rather than opposing oppression directly and also on your international visionary initiatives among Native populations by healing the root causes of hopelessness and despair.

The idea is that a person who best is able to evaluate your personality and your work would write a Laudation which would be read out by a professor of Berne University for both candidates.  There will be additional possibilities for both candidates separately to speak to the press and to other interested audiences, as well as to meet specific people.

The Executive Council of the Foundation hopes very much that you can accept your nomination and come to Berne next November and we are very much looking forward to your positive reply.

With our best wishes for a joyous Christmas and for a rich and successful year 2000, I remain with warmest congratulation to your nomination, in the name of the President of the Executive Council, Mrs. Lotti Jacobi, and the members of the Council, 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Kormann
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